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Online Learning
Chat Changes Characteristics

by Gil Conradis
The LMS chat has been up versioned to 

7.4. There are a few small changes in this 
release and one fairly large one. The obvious 
change is the Ôlook and feelÕ of  the chat 
window - to Florida Tech crimson red. The 
window is still a Þxed size with some changes 
to the graphics but otherwise the same 
functionality. 

As instructor or moderator you should 
make sure the unmoderated selection is 
chosen, that is the ÔcrownÕ icon so that there is 
a strikethrough the icon. The emoticons and 
font options are carried over from the 
previous version.

As instructor or moderator, if  you ÔhoverÕ 
the curser over a attendeeÕs name, their IP 
address and country of  origin is displayed. 
Selecting a person allows you to select a 
private chat (no log entry), send a personal 
message, or view proÞle. There are further 
options which may not be useful to you.

The change to chat 7.4 is the addition 
of  the ability for you, the instructor to list 
and display ÔßashÕ Þles from YouTube (see 
graphics).  This may not seem useful 
initially, however, YouTube has an extensive 
online collection of  videos and is growing. 
Much, if  not most of  this content is useless 
for our purposes - but is valid content. Also, if 
you have a (free) account with YouTube you 
might upload Þles for display in your course
(s). The Þle list is saved for the duration of  
your and can be used at your discretion.

Go to communications > 
chat and select the small ÔÞlmÕ 
icon located close to the middle 
of  the window. you will Þnd 
course defaults; Enable player and Auto-play, 
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leave these selected. The middle part is where a 
listing of  media will display, while at the bottom 
are two windows for the media name that you 
will give the Þle and the URL from the YouTube 

site and Þle location. 
Copy the entire 
URL, it will look 
something like this: 
http://
www.youtube.com/
watch?
v=PyRazdGWpiY . 
Paste these 2 pieces 
of  information in 

and select the button ÔAddÕ, and ÔSaveÕ. The blue 
XÕs beside the Þle will remove that Þle from the 
play list. 

Now, all you have to do to play a Þle is to 
select the play list icon from the player and it 
will auto start. 

I hope that this has interested you in the 
ongoing addition of  functionality within the 
chat application. We are looking at further 
changes that will increase the user experience in 
the LMS

Any questions, please contact me at 
conradis@Þt.edu or 674-8203 !

I didn't see it then, but it turned out that getting fired from Apple was the best 
thing that could have ever happened to me. The heaviness of  being successful 
was replaced by the lightness of  being a beginner again, less sure about 
everything. It freed me to enter one of  the most creative periods of  my life."
Steve Jobs -- Stanford University commencement address, June 12, 2005
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Florida Tech Funk Center Publishes Cloth 
and Culture

MELBOURNE, FLA.ÑRuth Funk, Florida Institute 
of Technology trustee and benefactor, has published Cloth 
and Culture: Couture Creations of Ruth E. Funk. A tribute 
to the textile arts, the volume takes readers through the 
couture creations Funk has made over the last 25 years. 
More than 400 full-color images in 280 pages depict her art-
to-wear designs. 

 FunkÕs generosity has made possible Florida TechÕs 
first textile course as well as the annual Ruth Funk Visiting 
Professor in Textiles. Her $1.25 million gift to the 
university has created a textile arts center. With additional 
support from the university, that gift is now the Ruth Funk 
Center for Textile Arts, located between Evans Library and 
the Botanical Garden. The center opens to the public Aug. 
29 with an exhibit of FunkÕs work. The exhibit continues 
through Dec. 12, 2009. 

 FunkÕs book will be sold at the Ruth Funk Center 
for Textile Arts. For book sale information, contact  Carla 
Funk at (321) 674-6129 or cfunk@fit.edu. !
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MBA Students Earn Award Certificates 
for Strategic Management Decisions

MELBOURNE, FLA.ÑIn the BUS 5480 Strategic 
Management course taught by Dr. John Patton, students 
Cathy Alleyne, Katherine Baker, Kelly Beeman, and 
Daniel Thompson were designated as Company F co-
managers by the course instructor as they participated in 
the Business Strategy Game (BSG) simulation (http://
www.bsg-online.com/). Competing with six other teams 
in this class as well as over 700 other teams worldwide, 
the Company F team named ÒFusion Feet,Ó earned a 
Global Top 50 ranking of their companyÕs BSG-online 
performance in three separate annual decision-making 
activities. !

Florida Institute of Technology Recognized 
as Military Friendly by G.I. Jobs

MELBOURNE, FLA. ÑFlorida Institute of 
Technology was named a Military Friendly School by G.I. 
Jobs. Florida Tech is among the top 15 percent of colleges, 
universities and trade schools that made the 2010 list in 
recognition of its efforts to recruit, support and retain 
American veterans and current active or reserve service 
members as students. 

The 2010 Military Friendly School List can be found at 
www.militaryfriendlyschools.com/mfspr. The list features 
interactive tools and search functionality to assist military 
veterans in choosing schools that best meet their 
educational needs. 

To see Florida Tech news about its participation in the 
Yellow Ribbon Program, visit http://www.fit.edu/
newsroom/releases.html#2703. !

Upload File Types In LMS
Below is a list of all acceptable file types that can be 
uploaded to the message board or email system within the 
classroom setting. The file size limit for each is eight Mb.

1. Message Board accepts all file types.
2. Acceptable file extensions for Email System: "gif", "jpg", 
"jpeg," "bmp," "rtf," "doc," "docx," "txt,"
"xls," "xlsx," "zip," "gzip," "pdf," "ppt," "pptx," "css,"
"swf," "tax," "mdb," "accdb"
Trouble with .docx? .xlsx? .pptx? Why is there a ÒxÓ there 
and how to open it? If you are asking this question, my guess 
you are using Microsoft Office 2003 or lower.

The docx, xlsx, mdbx, pptx, - those with Xs are - default file 
format of Office 2007. How to open those files?
Upgrade to Office 2007
Office 2007 is different from previous versions. (Anyway 
after upgrading to 2007 you will need some time to 
familiarize with it.)
If I donÕt want to upgrade, what to do?
Go here to Microsoft for downloads.

Download the Microsoft Office Compatibility Pack for 
Word, Excel, and PowerPoint 2007 File
Formats and no more troubles!
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Message from the Associate Provost

Mary S. Bonhomme, Ph.D.
Associate Provost, Online Learning Dean, and 
University Professor

I hope the fall 1 term is going well for you. We 
have over 4,500 enrollments in the various 
undergraduate course offerings, 300 in the MS/IT 
courses, and over 600 in the MBA courses for the 
term. 

Our students have had some amazing 
accomplishments. Four of our MBA students have 
achieved national recognition in the business strategy simulation used in the BUS 
5480 course. Several of the online students were invited to membership in Phi 
Kappa Phi, the national academic honorary. Online students were recognized by 
the academic units at the honors convocation in the spring.

We have created a faculty lounge for each of the programs. It is a course site in 
the LMS (Learning Management System). ÒRESOURCES > FACULTY LOUNGEÓ 
YouÕll find resources there including Announcements and Faculty Resources. You 
can use this site to pose questions to the other faculty teaching in the program.

As an instructor, you are provided with a training CD and a faculty handbook. 
What other tools would help you in your teaching? Please send your suggestions to 
either Gil Conradis, LMS trainer, at  conradis@fit.edu or to me at  
bonhomme@fit.edu.

     You will have an opportunity to give us formal feedback on your experience 
teaching in the program through the Instructor Evaluation form available at the end 
of the term. I encourage you to complete that form. A summary report is prepared 
and is distributed to the provostÕs office and to the members of the Academic 
Implementation Committee, composed of representatives from the colleges that 
offer degree programs online.
   Thank You !
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Q: Who conducts student 
advising?

A: The BISK University Alliance 
is the first line of response.
Customer Service

CustomerService@UniversityAlli
ance.com
Phone: 800-280-9718
Int'l: +1 813-621-6200, ext. 2955
Hours of Operation for Phone 
Calls:
Mon. – Thurs. 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 
p.m. EST
Fri. 8:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. EST

Customer Service will filter the 
questions to the correct person to 
respond.

The Faculty Lounge for Florida Tech 
Professors, teaching in the University 
Alliance (UA) partnership is located in the 
UA LMS, under your Resources > Faculty 
Lounge. There are separate lounges for the 
undergraduate, MSIT, and MBA programs.

Lounge Content:
 Announcements: Timely information 

displayed prior to deadlines.
 Calendar: milestones marked for each 

term, and more.
 Message Board: Postings on topical 

subjects that affect our practices. Faculty 
will have an opportunity to discuss various 
issues and concerns.

 Chat: 
Restricted forum for useful 

conversation. 

 Faculty Resources: 
Content area for Þles and links 

organized into related content. Example: 
Turnitin Quick Start *NEW* content area 
has under a single heading the Turnitin web 
site link, the instructor and student quick 
start pdf  reference Þles located together for 
convenient use, or a quick send to students. 
The academic alert form is located here: 
http://dl.Þt.edu/forms/alert.php

These are *Faculty only* areas for your 
use and convenience as Professors of  
Florida Tech. 

Please suggest any additions that you 
Þnd useful.

Faculty Lounge - The Faculty Resources

http://www.floridatechonline.com
http://www.floridatechonline.com
mailto:conradis@fit.edu
mailto:conradis@fit.edu
mailto:conradis@fit.edu
mailto:conradis@fit.edu
mailto:bonhomme@fit.edu
mailto:bonhomme@fit.edu
mailto:CustomerService@UniversityAlliance.com
mailto:CustomerService@UniversityAlliance.com
mailto:CustomerService@UniversityAlliance.com
mailto:CustomerService@UniversityAlliance.com
http://dl.fit.edu/forms/alert.php
http://dl.fit.edu/forms/alert.php

